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Lesson Objectives

e To summarize a document using

the essential questions (who,
what, when, where, how and why)

¢ Toidentify the author's viewpoint

of the events of the 1921 Tulsa
Race Massacre.

~ o Toidentify factors that may have

helped to shape the author's
viewpoint (and/or bias).

the summary of a document.
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Introduction
Letters provide a lens into what
someone is thinking or feeling. They
provide a perspective of what it's
author is seeing or experiencing. In
order to better understand what the
letter's author may be thinking or
feeling, we must get to the GIST of
it.
Gist n - the main or essential part of

. acommunication (dictionary.com)

To identify key words that support

GIST Template

Name

Article Title

Article Source

1. Read the article.

2. Fill out the 5Ws and H.

Who:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

3. Write a 20-word GIST.
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f Directions

e Read the following primary source
document.

.« Annotate as you read.

- o When you are finished use the

2 document to complete the GIST

k worksheet (note: the term 'article’

refers to this document).

¢ Your 20 word GIST should be key
words from the document that
support your answers fo your
essential questions (5Ws and H).
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—W.H. PARKS LETTER __

June |, 1921
 Was going to send you some papers but |
= believe | will just send you a Few clippings. F—'or'aoi' to
- fel you we are dll well. Al the kids are Fine now.
- Dear Sister,
The box and your letter rec'd in good shape.
You doer khow how | appr‘eclai-ed the contents o—@
that box. There is surely nothing we needed worse. ' :
i surely seemed queer the way it happened I hod
just said to Hays the day it came, and not more than
2 hours before, that | hated to take the money but
[ guessed td have to get a Few sheets. The

3 nigh+gown i5 50 Pr‘eHy and | needed it as bad as the
v/ cheets.
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- You shouldnt have done it 'I'hough and you

geat

&L

cer‘-l'alnly shouldn® have sent the money and | am

L

going to send it back because | know you need it i
will send it in this letter it | can 9e+ a check cashed
Hays got. He has. had a Pew days work but still
hothing s-l'eady

I naglecﬁed answering your letter so | could tell
you how our lawsuit turned out. Hays and | had to

+e.9+|£1y a week. ago lost Mon & Tues. bu+ the Jucfﬂe
withheld ;

1

- Whites and the blacks.

The negroes all live in there own part of town
. here and it is cdlled 'Little Africa' The white people
set Fire o the town yesterday about daylight and
the whole thing went up in Hames with a great loss
of iife. Mobs of white men stood with guns to keep
the Firemen £rom turning even a single stream of
water on +he blaze. Al hlﬁi’ﬂ' we could hear the shots
+hey were comlnﬂ thick and Fast about Five o'clock.
| We live about a mile or so Lrom Little Africa but
{ we coud see the Hames and big black clouds of

- smoke There is a Curtis Airoplane Field about three

L b

miles‘ out From us and two or three l::iﬂ Planes
~ circled around in"and out the smoke the whole time
it was burntn::} :

One oP our netﬁhborcs who has +wo sons in the
home guards told us that when the —Plﬂh’nng was the
worst about dayhe_:]M the planes droppec! bombs in
hegro sections.
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" Eavor so Newber‘r‘y’g iawyer immedia’re'l\/ gave
notice that he would appeal the cose ond he has 10

“He '-wkdpped up severad cut and burnt hands and

o~

his decision until Wed though we Knew what it would
be and so did the defendant. He decided in our

da\/f-:. in which o File appeadl papers but hadnt done
so yet ye=3+er'day and the ten days are nearly up. |
don't believe they wil. | think it was just an excuse
for a judcje reprieve. The judﬁe and lawyer said we
have a clear case. We are not afraid of a new
hearing : :

| cant ge+ m\/ mind settled to writing

Tulsa has surely gone through a day of murder,

.b\.éodghed and Fire ye«;+erday Al ﬂlﬂ'rd' before last
_and all ala\/ ye=5+erday a bioody race riot was going

on £ull blast | never dreamed of any thing so awkul
ever Happer‘llﬂﬂ where | would have -l'cr wﬁnesa it You
have undoubtedly read accounts of |+ in your'
papers before you get this letter. :
There is a sharp line drawn here between the

There was a fine church the color‘ed_PeQP|é
“had just Finished at a cost of $85,000 to $100,000
‘and it was simply grand Today it is a total loss. Hays
says Just a Pile of ruins. They Just had there openir'ig
services there hot more than a month ago.

The hospitals are ful of wounded, white ahd
black, and as many more deaths are expected in the
next -.Few da"yé iamong the wounded as have already
oceurred. .

Hays worked all day in the negro district

" He tore down mahy stable doors and let out
horses and mules, F\oas and chickers. He helped
_colored women carry out part of their furniture.

carried many little children out of bur'ntng Inousee :
Some obFered to help and some didn’t,

Those that didn't stood and looked on at all the
«;uﬁler'injbm those that wanted to help done so and
no one offered to harm them % -
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o They leﬂ; the blacks lay where they Fell and . . 'richurches ond about 2,000 out in the ball park. They \
'Hay«; saye he saw many. Down by the Frisco Depo+

are belng fed and cared For but that seems r;uch a
~" o dead negro lay with his stomach cut open aod his. 2 & Plhpul litte bit: '

intestines laylnﬂ on the c_:jround and across his legs. s P Families are GEPG*‘a’fEd wives and hugbaﬂd
° He laid there cjever‘al hour‘cs the Llies swarming m. 1 mothers and chidren, ond many do not know ik their
" thick over him - loved ones aP‘e déad or wounhded or it their houses B

- Tak o-P warl This was sure war and bloody one.  were de«;+royed ks have started a relief fund y
this morning ahd the moring paper headed i with
one thousand dollars, a judge gave $500. And

.ar‘ioﬂ-er mon give $500. How | wish I had $500 to

:'____give them. | have Por'goﬂen to tell you what started

__\_alL A younﬂ colored boy assaulted a young ﬂlr‘l that
runs an elevator in the Iousldmﬂ down town. He
assaulted her in +he elevator. They were alorie in it
The paper didnt say but flr'om_ the account he must
have stopped it between two Floors.

Thls morhing's paper estimated the hegro dead at
_close to three hundred but it said that it may
’» -.a\Jer‘aﬂe a hundred more. They have no way \/e+ of
y _ -I'e\ing how rnany lo';+ their lives in the Fire. Hays
& i wast't +here until +wo or three hours. after the
" Fire started bur they told-him, men +ha+ were there,
that the blacks run in their houf;es and whi+ef; kept
shooting and rather than be shot they 9+ayed_ i unt

the rook would fall and many burned alive. . /1 She is a young orphan girl and is Jer-y well
They have all -Hney could round up in C,onven+lon % spoken of by all the: peo?le in this buiding and runs
Hall and. % : v : . the elevator

+o pay Ffor a course in business col'ueﬂe
5 They arrested the nigger and there was talk o'l?: .
Iync.hlnﬂ him. The blackr; heard of it and over two hundred :
gothered a’r the court house wel armed ot about ten :
oeclock and of course a large crowd of white people
ﬂa’rher'ed too and the blacks opened Fire on the unarmed
whites Cailg £or‘ heip and arms were sent out all over the
city and in a hH-Ie while the streets were full of dead and
wounded Some laid there il dayhﬂm
Wlnrfe men broke into the hard-ware stores +al¢|n.3 all
+he gquns and ammunition. Some store:owrners came and
e Pened wilingly but fthose who didn't had their doors
_;-_-_-harrwier'ed down Their loss is quite a lot
{ - Damage to the negro district is estimated a+ close to
"4;‘2_ 000,000, Many white people owned Pv‘oper‘*fy there arid
the insurance .compahies woht have to pay a cel‘H- os +hey
are not liable in war or riot. Man\/ neﬂr‘oeg owned +he|r own

home. Will send some c'llPPIhﬂ':‘- Q\"om Paper'e Wt"|+e soon lots
of love, : 2
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ANSWER SUGGESTIONS FOR W.H:"PA*KS LETTER
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GIST Template

Name Student's name '
W.H. Park Letter '

Article Title r
Letter written in 1927, artifact of Greenwood Cultural r

Article Source C ter nf T, '!Sa ﬂK
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1. Read the article. (@nd annotate) f B

2. Fill out the 5Ws and H.

— Sister of W.H. Park, married to Hayes

What: Letter:is thank you for money and gift; provides update to a lawsuit
they are in; provides their perspective of the events of the Massacre.
Where: Tulsa, OK 1921, one mile from the Greenwood community (Little Africa)

-1 When: | 1ne 1, 1921

Why: According to the author the massacre (riot) begin because of the
actions of Dick Rowland

How: Students may identify the events of the riot/massacre and/or the

cultural tensions of the 1921 that were mentioned.
3. Write a 20-word GIST.

lawsuit fire planes blacks !
appeal race bombs nigger
Tulsa riot ruins Convention Hall §

- MUraer mob deaths Dick Rowland
bloodshed Little Africa  whites  orphan girl
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